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ou go out of your way
to be thoughtful,

You go out of your way to be nice,
You go out of your way
to do favors,
And you do them without thinking twice.
S0 this note comes to say
that I'm grateful
For your kind and considerate way,
"And to thank you
for being so special...
[t means more than [ ever could say.

.andyniekamp.c



August 31, 1985

Dear Dr. Willke,

When I reflect on the eight years that I worked for you, it's hard
to put down in words the emotions and memories recalled. But for this
memento of your office staff's recognition of your retirement, I'll
struggle with my thoughts to make some appropriate comments.

I was always impressed with your professionalism. You treated
your patients and office help with respect and I appreciated that.
Despite your dedication to and your obvious love of the practice of
medicine you always seemed to be able to manage to have other interests,
Your concern for community affairs, enjoyment of sporting events,
gardening skills, love of horseriding and especially your commitment to
your family made you such a well-rounded person. I think that's a
quality seldom found in medical doctors anymore.

I liked your common sense approach to medicine. It must have
taken perserverance to tell patients "let time and nature heal this
problem" when they clamoured for quicker results. Even when a patient
was faced with a serious medical condition, you managed to give them
hope and optimism.

On the lighter side, I liked your sense of humor. With the
pressure and stress style of work that the practice of medicine has
become, without the ability to laugh we become much too serious.
Singing '"Happy Birthday" to Grandpa Feltz, joking with you about your
Thursday's "house calls'", remembering the expression on your face when
you walked out of a room after doing a sports physical on a patient
and said, "I thought that was a boy, so I told him to take of his
shirt and here it was a girl !" are all memories that bring a smile
to my face.

I remember my first big mistake after starting to work here.
I did the "cardinal sin" of letting a patient leave before you said
they were ready to leave. I wonder how many of us don't remember chasing
out to the parking lot to retrieve a patient from their car and to bring
them back into the office for one more instruction from Dr. Willke!

Of course, there were sad times too. The loss of a patient was
always hard, but you seemed to h;lp all of us remember that death is a
part of life and deal with our sadness by getting on with life. Our loss of Bert
is abig sadness we all share and I don't think we'll ever understand why
it happened.

In conclusion, when you look back on your years of practicing medicine
you must be filled with such a sense of accomplishment and pride. You
made a difference in the lives of thousands of people. I'm proud I was
able to work for you. My family and I wish you a healthy happy retirement.
With sincerity and respect,

%mw Ptipack

Digitized by Andy Niekamp ~ andyniekamp@gmail.com ~ www.andyniekamp.com



August 30, 1985
For you Dr, Willkes

I understend you have oificially retired
this time), Congratulations and hope you have
a long, healthy and I might add, a well deserved

retirement,

Just a few little bits and pieces: I recall
happened vhile I worked for you. If my memory
serves me right, I started in January of 59 and
worked thru Janmuary of 68, THere were numerous
incidents that happened those years, in fact I
think something different almost everyday. Of
course, some were humerous and some very inter-
esting, sad occassions and meeting some very
interesting and umisual patientse.

Dr, Willke remember these;

Like the day you had me take the Osgood Priest

(can't remember his name) to Coldwater
Hospital and admit him with a heart attack.
(I think I almost had one myself).

Like the times we went to your house to wash
medicene bottles to be reused,

Like all the good times we had at the yearly
Christmas parties held at the Elks Club,

Like the time a patient came late with a
laceration and you made me give him a tetanus
shote I actually dreamt the poor fellow died,
Fortunately he didn't.

Like you® kindness and patience you had with
me and thee book-keeping and checking account,

ILike the nice and wonderful tallks we had at
our morning coffee and cookie heaks,

Like buying 2 ply toilet tissue instead of
1 ply.

continued;
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Like working with all my co-workers; There
was Mary, Jeanette and Muriel, then came
Roene, Viola and Joanne followed by Julie
and Aggie, sure hope 1 didn't miss anyone,
They were all a joy and wonderful to work
withe

I guess what it all comes down to is my working
for you Dr, Willke, was very rewarding and help-
ful in my lifed Especially, after ge tting
married and the little ones came along, including
measles, chicken pox, lacerations etce I knew
and had some knowledge of what to do, thanks to
you. The many things that you taught me thru
those nine years were truly great and have never
regreted any of them.

So to you Dr. Willke and Freda: You deserve the
Dbest, certainly hope the retirement is everything
you ever dreamed of., May it be a long and

happy ones

With ALL MY LOVE:

Janet (Heitbrink)
Borgerding
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Some memorable moments I have working with Dr. Willke
are his patience he had with me while teaching me the ropes.
I sure had a lot to learn and had to ask an awful lot of

questions.

But probably some of the most memorable events are the
care he gave as our family doctor. Quite a few of them were

after office hours.

I remember bringing Mike to the house late one night when
a baby to reduce a protruding hernia. At 13 months he had
a hernia surgery and at four years a tonsillectomy. One
Sunday afternoon he sutured Mike's forehead when he got hit

with a horseshoe.

Bill had stiches on his lip one Christmas night. Dr.
Willke also took care of him when he broke his leg during

football practice.

Nick had multiple lacerations. I remember bringing him
in for suture removal one week and coming back the next with

another laceration.

WVhen Linda was nine years old she was injured in a car-
bicycle accident. This time Dr. Willke got called out of
church during Bob Schwieterman’s First Communion Mass and

took care of her.

I had appendectomy and hernia surgeries, both on Saturday

nights.

I will always be grateful to Dr. Willke for his care and

patience with our family and also for hiring me at the

il oy ‘ MW
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COnc][m{‘ula}ions on daur"?d-irem‘l'

“Man 3rea,+ Mmemories came ‘o mund whan T cat
down o wribe this aote. The Rur years T worked ot-the
o0ffice were endoaable_ and \(@.rd, u’arj eduoakonal . T
remember Naving 1o tse a diehonar clu_i—-ke. otten. Ln
Lock on my Very ficst day of the office “diarrhea”

became po.r+ ot my sPellinﬂ ero_bula.ré. I+ is sFet&d
Corveety , tsa't 17

Meo during +those frst Lo weeks T learned +hat “Flu.
cold hove obiur 200 different a'\’ mP'l'DnS‘, and +het T
beter ask o “few" more obu.w\-im«s whea T answered t+ha show.

Thinking abouX answerin +ha Phorm. bri back. other pemories
400, ever ones that ocowrved of home | T eaddn't gount +he
numb&r o‘p “mes fe.\ﬁt\"lde.‘- or ‘R‘ichc\G \’\u.n u.F on e beeme
-H\m.\ -H'\oua’n'\‘ *‘}ﬂldhﬁd "\'j\ﬂ- wreng numhar when T answered
our hema phone sa.'-ama, Hello Des. Willke and Sohwielermant

ofhice "

And .fam mbamu; how nevuous T was -+ v'era Bes}
time you handed me the Keys +o Your cor +o make a
dﬂPOo|+ a.++'h.m ban‘:. \d____g__u) j-i’m:}"; wos some resr—mns‘.b;h-hI
for an 18 Year old. T also remembor be.'mﬁtne.rdous oV
Christmas ede. ALter yow and " Dr. Schwieferman had seen all
of aour Pa.‘\iEn)fs, I became a_-Po.‘hCn“ : Yau. eoch pi‘:checl one oF
my eors . You piercec\ one ear twice. bioouse the first hele :
went o LiHle crooked Ae T left the office {—oao hcm—:..aw.- soscd,
“ On +the way ) Your car, i f ldmbhﬂﬁam o hear Someene whisHe
o gou , don 't be too concernecl hecause }+cju_<.+ rm.ah:'} be 4
Wi ad 8oin<d. Jrhroua‘n +he estra hole in Your ear fobe "
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L also remember gertained ‘Pcrhcr\‘\'s who he)
me learn +hat T oo not faint et Hee. e?ald' of blood
+hat emall dnildren can be Verd atrone when 4+uu1 do not
vJur\-¥ ehiches or o boo.s"'er sh y and at Some women
rea“'.i do r_:_o_+ e,nc')-p\’ bei na we'\%hzzd,

T remember Qhana.'ma. peti ects’ aPFoinﬁnwi‘ timas ( sometintas
more than onee) 4rying 4o balence +he books ad+the end ofa
buﬂ day (aood eqperience Loc md own ahncLbook), -ﬂ‘a nerotons
( 2kl sne ot my favorite Cookies)J-i—hn. scale in coom foue
Cit wetamcl o |itHe \.‘ﬂh‘r), drug galewen Cespeaially tha one-

with +the condyber for Mes. [M—S > eou.h"ina Pi!\s ( wMan the
ai ks in +he ack were edira bu.s.(j_) and mana_\ other small
bt memorable neidents,

I will o.lu)cu‘s be. m&e}uﬁl% oo For ‘w{na_ e —the,
chanee 4o werk in +he office, h:IPec\ make i+
e educetions .

poss':b'w. -{C‘o( e +c Qon‘hn}.u. l'm1 C,O\»\J—a
=L really did learn 50 much during 1hese Foar yeers,
1ot On/y o collece, but at +he oifce as el I
did come maturing. Or my Jas# afﬁ?/ atthe otfice

tfoa- sa?cj "R{ am not sure hoe Yo will work with
+he chulclren /n Jour Gf-’af-f-'/'oom, put while work:‘ng. :
here I have seen if o0 deal w,H4 every kind of /;parenf :

How true .f —7hanks for +hese arcl many oFher memories

Best Lk[fs}u,s and HO ingss
n L’wrfa_‘ﬁremﬂﬂT
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MEMORIES OF WORKING WITH DR. WILLKE: 1941-1950--1968-10s/

I remember the day you stopped at the house, and told me you were looking for a girl
to work in the office, as your practice was getting larger, you needed someone to
assist you. I was just out of High School, and was not sure that working for you was
what I wanted to do, but I was hired and here I am years later and still working in
the same office,

My first day of work, I counted narcotics at a little card table in the drug room. The
office was still in it's original set up, although that same summer, the first step

in remodeling began, Rosann was not quite a year old when I started to work, and

when she began to talk, she could not say Julia, she just called me A, and Bill she
called B., so we were A and B for quite a while,

There are many memories through the years, and of course the most rewarding one was
going along on Home Deliveries. Helping to bring these tiny little infants into

this world, even if it was the middle of the night sometimes, was quite an experience,
The homes were quite different in each delivery. I remember on hot summer night at
Cletus Voskuhl's, no screens in the windows, we chased bugs, and delivered the bahy,
At, Clem KnapkeTs we wullt the fire so we could have hot water and sterilize the gloves
and instruments, It was very interesting.

One of the first bad accidents, was Gust Budde, he had gotten his hand in the corn
picker, and was minus a finger, I helped clean the wound and did not pass ocut, so you
said I passed the test very well. Frank Boeckman did the same thing, and came in
with some finger missing, Tom Overman came in with a very nasty laceration .&f ‘the
upper thigh, a sow had bit him, you were at the hospital, so I sent him there. There
was Donald Ranly, he had his finger caught in a meat grinder, and took the tip cf

the index finger off. He was carrying the finger in a white handkerchief, and was
crying and begging you to sew the tip of the finger back on, as he wanted to study to
become & priest and he needed the index finger., You sutured it back together, but
the tip had to eventually be taken off. Don became a priest without the tip:86f the
index finger, but has since left the priesthcod., My nephew came in with a very bad
laceration of the face. He had fallen down the stairs steps, with a piece of stove
pipe in his hand and the laceration was black from the soot from the stove pipe. You
said that had to be scrubbed so all the soot wgs out of the laceration, You sent my
sister out of the room, and we put him to sleep, and then you scrubbed, and I thought
yvou were going to scrub his whole side of the face off, but you got all of the soot
out, and today he still has a large scar on the face, but there is no blaclk soot in
the scar,

A frightening experience was you sent me out to give Josephine Bpuey a shot, don't
remember what I gave her, but she reacted to the injection and I thought she was

going to die right then., Shhe became cold and clammy and S.0.B, I called back to the
office, and when you came out, she was snapping out of it. I was nolt going to give
another shot, but you made me give her another one right then. Then I was sent out to
give Mark Prenger_aopain shot, he was being tansferred to Dayton, and when I got to
Prenger's I had nothing with me to give the shot, I had left everything back at the
office, I flew back to the office, in the White Pontiac, Picked up the syringe and
medication and flew back to Prengers. Mark already was in the ambulance, but I did
get back in time to give him his shot, and when I got back to the office you said all
this just because I didn't have my mind on my work, I was getting married in two weeks

0f course there were all the Tonsillectomies we did in the office. Usually two and once
in awhile three in one morning, Dr. Gomolski or Pr. Schmiesing coming to give the Anes.
It got to be hectic at times when the patients were coming out of the anes, The worst
hang over I ever had, that moring we had a Local Tonsillectomy, and I really got sick
and could barely help you finish, and you became upset and you sent me home and told

me not to come back untill I was sober,
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Those first 9% years I worked, when you left on vacations, I was always told never

to leave a new patient go some place else, I was to do something for them so they
would come back as patients, I remember oncoccasion some peple from North Star, if I
remember right their name was Nisonger, they brought there daughter in very ill, and
they were new patients, and I thought she had all the symptoms of an acute appendix,
I had witnessed your excellent judgement on diagnosing an appendix quite often, and
I thought she was a good camidate for an appendix, and a new patient, and I had to do
something for her. I called Dr, Adkins or Dr, Scheidt, I don't remember which one,
and told him about our patient, and he said to send her over they would check her over,
and she did have an acute appendix, and they were patients of ours after that, I got
an A for that one, I also sutured some lacerations while you were on vacation, and
the patients never became upset when I did anything for them when you were gone,

I remember the late evening office hours and it was one of these hot summer nighte and

Mrs., Ed. Rose delivered in the car, and he brought her to the office (not our patient)

She was brought into the office and you delivered the placenta, and I didn't know

what to do with it, and you said throw it in the kitchen sink, after that we were very

busy and forgot about it, and later on Alfrida and the kids came home and there was the
placenta in her kitchen sink, I think Bill had to hury it.°

There wvere the cigarette days, no matter how busy we- were, or what time of the day or
night, if no more cigarettes in the pack, someone had to go and get a pac¢k of Camels,

Those first 9} years of work, I was the only one working in the office, so naturally
all mistakes were pinpointed to me, and after I cam back in 1968 with another Dr, in
the office, and several girls working, somehow you could still pinpoint the mistakes
on the person who made it.

It was such a rewarding experience to help bring life into this world, and such & sad
sad thing to see the Poeppelman and Holdheide infant die in tue office.

Bert taking her life, was a horrible blow to the entire office staff., She was such
a good person, and had come such a long way since her first day of work., Why she did
this, I guess we will never understand,

Writing this brings back lots and lots of things that happened, too many to put on
this paper. Dr, Willke I enjoyed all the years I worked with you, grateful for the
many things you taught me, for the interesting experiences I had, the little phrase
"There is no such word as can't" was brought out to me quite often. I am no Bob Hope
but "Thanks for the Memories", and you and Freda enjoy your retired life,

One more thing, when I started to work we had no phone, and that was one of the first
things I had to get, and I remember I had the phone put upstairs sc I could hear it
ring after night, and it was early one morning some man came to the door, he had some
car trouble, and he wanted to use the phone, and I left him in and told him to go
upstairs and use it, my Dad could not hear and when this man came downstairs my Bad saw
him and he became most upset, he thought this man had been uptairs all night with me,
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This 1s to certify that

Edgar James Willke MND
1s a member in good standing

of the OSMA and the

Mercer County Medical Society
for the year

1988
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