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THRUWAYS OF THE PREHISTORIC PAST

At the dawn of American history when the red man held sway
over the vast forested continent the network of rivers and streams
were the life blood of the nomadic tribes. They afforded the waters
necessary for their existence. More important, they afforded the
means of transportation for those moving from one hunting ground
to another.

The trails, beaten down by the buffalo and later by the Indians
themselves, may have been faster to travel, but they did not permit
the movement of goods or equipment heavier than a man or beast of
burden could carry on his back.

The Indians, thus, chose as their place of living an area that was
laced with streams for their movement from one area to another.

The thruways of that day were the broad rivers such as the Ohio
and the Mississippi. But other thruways were the streams that con-
nected with portages which ran from one watershed to another. This
made the Ohio hunting grounds of such importance. The portages
afforded practically uninterrupted water transportation from the
Great Lakes to the Ohio River. Such areas of two-way water trans-
portation were indeed the thruways of those early'Sges. While we of
today date our historic past from things and actions connected with
the pioneers, these two-way streams may have been the thoroughfares
of the prehistoric man along which civilization, even of those remote
times, moved slowly toward what we know and have today.
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AN AMERICAN PIONEER

J. C. Beltrami, an Italian credited with early information on
American rivers and the people in midwest America of the early 18th
Century, gave in his book, “Pilgrimage in America,” published in 1823
his description of a Yankee pioneer:

One group of immigrants who contribute in so extraordinary a
manner to the prosperity of this New World is the Yankee. A few
words will make you acquainted with their origin and character.

The northeastern states. New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Vermont etc. are very populous and consist entirely of
free people. Their inhabitants already think they have not room
enough though in Europe each state would form a kingdom; or they
perhaps think it is not sufficiently fertile so that when a young man
arrives at a certain age and is able by his own strength and intelligence,
which are early matured, to provide for himself, his father says to him,
“Go, my son, and make money.” If the son asks “How?” he only re-
peats, “Go and make money.”

The only patrimony he gives him is an axe, a pick, a cord and a
bridle. You will understand by these symbolic implements that he
must fell forests with his axe. open the ground with his pickaxe for
his necessary subsistence; that the cord and bridle signify that he must
provide himself with a cow and a horse; and that he must seek all these
requisites wherever fortune may direct his steps.

Every year, accordingly, multitudes of Yankees survey from the
top of the Alleghanies, these immense regions of the west which they
consider as a common patrimony: and each descends into the plain to
provide himself with necessaries suggested by his father’s advice and
gifts.

The first thing he does after building a house of trunks of trees
is to marry; for a wife is not less indispensable to him than the cow
and horse. The human animal, unfettered by the fear of wanting bread,
is as prolific as the soil. In a few years the spot which only swarmed
with insects, swarms with children, the log house becomes a hamlet,
a village, a town, the capital of a province; the states are formed as by
enchantment from an axe, a pickaxe, a cord, a bridle, a man and a
woman.—

— But it appears that man can never escape the scourges which
afflict humanity. Herds of doctors, and lawyers follow these industri-
ous people and chicanery and death have already established their
empire there. Unfortunately there is no Chinese Wall to prevent
the incursion of these terrible Tartars.

The Yankees — are a people as laborious as the Swiss, as frugal
and economical as the Tyrolese, as cunning and industrious as the
Genoese, as droll as the Gascons, as cold and proud as the English and
as selfish and avaricious as those men of all nations who banish them-
selves from their country to make money.
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THE WILDERNESS TRAIL

As one drives over Ohio’s fine highways, going at times from one
end of the state to the other in a matter of hours, he may not realize
that weeks and probably months were required to traverse the same
distance when the first white man saw this happy hunting ground of
the Indians.

In some instances, that is before the building of the thruways, the
highways followed the trails of the Indians and the early pioneers.
And the Indians, in many cases, were following the beaten paths of
the buffalo which caused these trails to be there in the first place as
a means of going from one feeding ground to another.

As the state developed from the home of the Indian to that of
the pioneer and then to a great farm state, but ultimately into one of
America’s great industrial complexes, most of this early history is
lost to the generations which followed. Expansion of towns and
cities and other improvements necessary to meet the needs of the
growing communities have wiped out many of the marks of the earlier
days.

Some of the more historic areas are trying to protect these marks
of the past and thus keep a visual record of the era of the American
pioneer. It is feared that in future years there will be little left to
pinpoint the beginning of midwest America.

Fort Loramie can be proud to claim that along what is now its
main street tradition tells us that in 1669 the great French explorer
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Rene Robert Cavelier de la Salle may have brought his men on the
way to discover the Beautiful Ohio River and later to travel on to the
Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico.

Because of the portage that led from the St. Marys River to the
Big Miami River, de la Salle’s travels from Montreal along Lake Erie
became one of the most direct ways to the Ohio River. This same route,
using the rivers and the Indian trails, became the thoroughfare between
Detroit and Fort Hamilton which later became Cincinnati.

This important waterway and portage at the site of Fort Loramie
also were responsible for the location of the first trading post of the
Ohio Company at Pickawillany, at the mouth of Loramie Creek, south
of the present village.

It was when the French destroyed this trading post and Indian
village in 1752 that historians claim the first battle of the French and
Indian Wars was fought. And in 1782, when Gen. George Rogers
Clark's troops under the command of Col. Benjamin Logan destroyed
the trading post of Peter Loramie, who was a friend and confederate
of the Indians, that the Fort Loramie area became safe for the settlers.

During the War of 1812 the Fort Loramie portage was used and
the site became a bastion of Mad Anthony Wayne in his campaigns
against the British and Indians.

This wilderness trail and waterway finally became important as
part of the Miami-Erie Canal which brought wealth and industry to
the entire western Ohio area.

THE PORTAGE

Western Ohio, in the historic past, before the pioneers took up
government land, was heavily wooded and was the battleground of
many Indian tribes, who found the lush country prime hunting and
farming areas. It is said the section is not native to any particular
Indian tribe but was possessed by many tribes at various times.

The waterways, which today seem so small and insignificant,
were wider, deeper and navigable by canoe and flat'ooat almost to
the source. This was because the streams carried much more water
before the forests were cut away and the land improved by farming.
Thus, Loramie Creek, which at Fort Loramie is a small stream today,
was navigable from the south to a point far past present community.

Just north of Fort Loramie lies the St. Marys River flowing north
toward the Great Lakes. The short intervening land area between St.
Marys River and Loramie Creek became an important portage so that
explorers and later pioneers could travel by water from the Great
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Lakes to the Ohio River by using the Fort Loramie portage located
at the dividing line of the Ohio watershed.

This was found early by the Indians who, no doubt, then showed
it to the explorers, the French fur trappers and later to the settlers.

This watershed situation across north central Ohio is responsible
for three important portages in the Ohio country leading from the
Great Lakes to the Ohio River. Besides the Fort Loramie portage,
there is one leading from the lake along the Cuyahoga River to the
Tuscarawas and then a portage to the Muskingum and on to the Ohio.
The third is from the Maumee River to the Wabash and to the Ohio
River.

ROBERT CAVALIER DE LA SALLE

The greatest discoverer and exp lorer  of the French in
Amer ica .  It was he who first navigated the waters of the
Ohio, and, so far as rel iable records testify,  was the first
white man to discover that r iver,  which he did in his voyage
of 1669-70.
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When de la Salle left Montreal in 1669 on a voyage of discovery it is
generally believed that he chose the St. Marys or the Wabash River
portage to reach the Ohio River. At that time the Miami Indians were
in control of the western part of Ohio and because of de la Salle’s
friendship for members of that tribe, it is thought that he may have
used the Fort Loramie portage. This is born out by the historical re-
cord that in 1680 at Fort St. Louis de la Salle granted parcels of land
to his friends and followers, among them the Miamis and the Shawnees
of the Ohio Country. The Miami Indians of the Ohio area were known
as “Twightwees” translated into the “cry of the crane.”

De la Salle reported in his records that the French found the
Miamis polite in manner and disposition and their "respect for and
perfect obedience to their chiefs who had greater authority than those
of other Algonquin tribes.” This polite disposition was probably
one of the reasons why de la Salle chose to travel through the Miami
country rather than through areas where the Indians were more in-
clined to fight the white man.

So the Fort Loramie area can boast of being one of the few
sections of mid-America that was trod by white men as early as the
17th Century.

OHIO AS FRENCH TERRITORY

During this period Ohio was French territory. The French traders
dealt with the Indians with whom they made a treaty in Montreal in
1701 and peace was declared between the various hostile tribes.

This gave the fur traders safe transport through the forests of
Ohio to a permanent French mission set up at Detroit in 1728. There
had been a French trading post at the mouth of the Maumee River as
early as 1680. Both these facts would indicate that they were active
through the Fort Loramie area during that time.

About this time in Ohio history there was great rivalry between
the French and British for trade with the Indians and other develop-
ment of the Ohio country. Some of the tribes favored the French from
Detroit and other Canadian points while other tribes favored the
British. Strange as it may seem, the preference appeared to be in the
matter of "fire water” with the price of peltry almost taking second
place. The French laced the Indians with a type of brandy while the
English gave them rum. It seems the Indians found the quick effect
of the rum more to their liking than the slow-acting, mild French
brandy.

In the 1740's and probably before that time there was established
a large Indian settlement called Pickawillany at the mouth of Loramie
Creek where it enters the Big Miami River.
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This site is south of the present village and was an im-
portant trail center. This meeting of many trails made the Indian
settlement a logical trading center. The Miami or Twightwee Indians
at this point had decided to abandon the French and had sought out
the English to establish a trading post. The Ohio Land Company had
bean organized in 1748. The initiators of the company were mainly
English from Virginia and included two half-brothers of George
Washington, Lawrence and Augustus Washington.

The request for an English trading post at Pickawillany was made
when a treaty was signed at Lancaster, Pa., between the six Indian
nations and the colonies of Pennsylvania and Virginia.

The Pickawillany trading post was first set up by the Ohio Land
Company because of it being at the center of a network of trails. From
Pickawillany trails led in all directions. It was the main artery of
travel between Detroit over the Fort Loramie portage. A trail to
the south, following the east bank of the Miami River led to the area
of the site of the future Fort Hamilton (Cincinnati) and on to the Ken-
tucky hunting grounds beyond the Falls of the Ohio River.

Another trail led to the southeast to the Scioto River at Circle-
ville. There the trail branched to connect with one on the west side
of the river leading north to Sandusky and south to Shawnee Town
which today is Portsmouth.

In 1752 the Pickawillany trading post and the Indian settlement
were destroyed in a raid by the French aided by Indians of the Ottawa
and Chippewa tribes. The French, having heard of the success of the
English trading post designated the “English Trading House of the
Miamis,” decided it must be captured and destroyed. The French de-
manded the surrender of the blockhouse. The English refused the
demand and the attack followed.

The trading post was captured in the ensuing battle. Eight white
traders were in the settlement at the time of the attack. Two of the
traders escaped. One was stabbed to death and the others were taken
prisoner. The village was destroyed along with all the houses and the
trading post. The captives were marched to Detroit and then into
Canada.

This battle and destruction of the English trading post is referred
to by some historians as the first battle of the French and Indian Wars
which ended finally with the French losing control of Ohio. The
Pickawillany engagement spelled the end to the settlement and trading
post which was never reestablished.

The location of the post at the mouth of Loramie Creek is marked
today for those interested in seeing the site of the earliest white settle-
ment in the Ohio country that figured so large in the destinies of the
Indians and two great European nations.
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PETER LORAMIE'S TRADING POST

In 1769 the Fort Loramie area came into its own in history when
Peter Loramie established a trading post at the portage. Choosing this
point for his store was important because he was on the main thorough-
fare between the Great Lakes and the Ohio River.

Peter Loramie was a great friend of the Indians. He was reported
to have been a bitter enemy of the English and the American pioneers.
Some historians have said that he was a Jesuit priest who was not
permitted to function as a priest after 1773 because Pope Clement XIV

suppressed the order in that year. From that time on, it is said,
Loramie devoted his activities to operating his trading post for the
benefit of the Indians.

Peter Loramie was reputed to have been instrumental in the many
attacks by the Indians on settlers across the Ohio River in Kentucky.
His dislike for the pioneers was shared by most French traders who
wanted the Ohio country for Indian trading rather than for settlement.

The Kentuckians made many attacks across the Ohio River against
the Indians but this warfare was mainly against Indian settlements
around Old Chillicothe, near Xenia in Greene County, and at the Indian
village of Piqua near the present city of Springfield in what is now
George Rogers Clark national park.

It was not until 1782 that a concerted drive was made against. the
Indians in Ohio, first at Old Chillicothe, then at the Indian village of
Piqua and finally at Peter Loramie’s trading post at the present Fort
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Loramie. In this campaign of Gen. George Rogers Clark the Indians
were finally beaten.

In the attack on the Loramie trading post Gen. Clark designated
Col. Benjamin Logan to carry out the attack. The raid came as a
surprise. The store was plundered and burned. Peter Loramie and
many of his Indian friends escaped during the battle and took refuge
in the Indian town at Wapakoneta with other Shawnees.

In Gen. Clark's report of the operation he said:
"The trading post at the head of the Miami and carrying place

(portage) to the waters of the lakes shared the same fate by a party
of 150 horses commanded by Col. Logan.

"The property to a great amount was destroyed; the quantity of
provisions burned far surpassed any idea we had of their stores.”

According to Col. John Johnsom Indian commissioner who made
the official report, the store contained many goods and many peltry
which afterwards were sold at auction by Gen. Clark’s orders.

The record gave an interesting sidelight in the story of an Irishman
named Burke, one of Gen. Clark’s men.

The soldier, Burke, while searching the post, came upon a rag
wrapped around 25 "half joes” worth $200. While no one was looking,
Burke secreted the money in a hole cut in an old saddle.

During the auction that followed, the saddle was put up for bids.
Burke, who was not considered too bright, was the only one to bid on
the saddle. It went to him for a small sum of money. The story goes
that Burke was joshed over his poor purchase until he reached into the
hole in the saddle and pulled out the rag with the treasure.

The Loramie trading post was burned to the ground, Records show*
that Loramie left Wapakoneta with his Shawnee friends and emigrated
to the Spanish territory west of the Mississippi and settled in a spot
assigned to them at the junction of Kansas and Missouri.

While the trading post at the famed portage was not rebuilt by
any other settler, the area continued to be of great importance since
it was still on the important north-south waterway and trail. The
Pickaw’illany creek, named for the earlier trading post at the mouth,
now became known as the Loramie Creek and carries that name to
this day.

The charred remains of the Loramie trading post still would be
remembered soon again
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While there are no remains  of the ancient  fort at Fort Loramie ,  it was built  some-
what like the one being shown at Fort Recovery. This is a p ic ture  of the housing
arrangements  inside the stockaue. Center p ic ture  is of the graves that at cne l ime
were inside the Fort at Loramie .  One is of the young son of the last commander  of
the fort,  Col. But le r .  The other three are of the Fur row family ,  who, as early pioneers,
took over the land on which stood the fort.  The lower picture is of Mrs. Fleckenstein,
wife of the present owner of the fort site. She is holding cannon balls found in the
fields which indicate bat t les  fought in the early days.
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FORT LORAMIE IS BUILT

After the signing of the Treaty of Greenville in 1795 between Gen.
Mad Anthony Wayne and the Indians it was decided that more
protection should be afforded the settlers in the western areas of Ohio.
As a result, Gen. Wayne ordered a fort built at the site of the Peter
Loramie store.

The fort’s main objective was to protect such settlers who came
to the area as well as to protect the portage. While there are no
authentic records of battles fought at Fort Loramie, it is believed
that there must have been some engagements because of the number
of arrowheads and cannonballs found in the vicinity of the stockade.

The fort was occupied as a military establishment until 1812 when
it was abandoned as a garrison.

The last commander of the fort was a Col. Butler who was the
nephew of an earlier Col. Richard Butler who fell at St. Clair’s defeat
in the Indian battle at the site of Fort Recovery.

It is recorded that Gen. St. Clair and the earlier Col. Richard Butler
were caught in a surprise attack by Indians after a long, weary march.
In the heat of battle Col. Butler was wounded seriously and thrown
from his horse. Simon Girty, who was reported to have been leading
the Indians in the attack on St. Clair’s troopers, passed the wounded
colonel who pleaded with Girty to finish him off. Girty is said to have
ignored the plea and walked away but one of his Indian warriors
stepped up and killed Col. Butler with a tomahawk blow to the head.
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The other Col. Butler who was the last commander at Fort Loramie
was accompanied by his wife and 8-year-old son when he took over
command of the fort. During this time the small son became desperate-
ly ill and died. The saddened parents buried the boy in the fort and
during the years the fort was maintained the grave was decorated by
the family. After the fort was abandoned and the property reverted
to other use the grave became lost for a time. It was later discovered
by the James Furrow family, reputed to have been the area's earliest
settlers, and was restored to its original condition.

With the removal of the fort a store was built on its site by the
Furrows and was operated as a trading post and postoffice. After
Furrow’s death, the store was moved into town which was then called
Berlin. Furrow, his wife and son were buried on the grounds of the
old fort site next to the grave of the small son of the last fort com-
mander.

Because Fort Loramie lies in part north of the line dividing Indian
territory from that of the settlers, the Treaty of Greenville stated:

“The Indian tribes agree to cede to the United States one piece
of land six miles square at or near Loramie’s Store. The Indians also
will allow free passage to the people of the United States from the
commencement of the portage at Loramie’s store thence along the said
portage to St. Marys.

This, again shows Fort Loramie being on a line of national im-
portance in those early days of American history. The town site, thus,
was a special boundary of national lands included in the young republic.

THE COMMUNITY IS SETTLED
After the War of 1812 settlement began in earnest in the Fort1

Loramie area. Joseph Christian, Nathan Mendenhall, William Prill-
man and Jonathan Schell were among the first to take up land. James
Pilliod took up land west of Fort Loramie. Isaac Edwards came in 1833.
Edwards was the first school teacher in what is now McLean Township.

The original proprietor of Fort Loramie was William Prillman.
The town was laid out west of the canal and was part of the Prillman
farm. His brother, Christian Prillman, owned the land on the east side
of the canal. The town was laid out and surveyed by Jonathan Counts.
The canal line was staked out when the town was laid out but no work
was done on the canal at that time.

The first general store in the community was operated by J. M.
Pilliod. Lots in the town were sold at auction The largest purchaser
and landholder was J. M. Pilliod. The first physician was Dr. Clark
Ayres. The first building in town was erected by Ishmael Lattimore.
The first store was erected by Bernard Meyer.' The first German
settler was named Henry Weisbrod. He settled near where the
reservoir bulkhead is now located. He was called the Dutchman by
his community neighbors. The name of Berlin was given the
town by both J. M. Pilliod and Charles Schultz who had come to the
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community from New Berlin in Stark County.
When work started in the Miami-Eri. Canal in 1836 German im-

migration began in earnest. These people came mainly as laborers on
the canal and soon took up land and became permanent settlers. The
canal was opened in 1841.

Prior to the opening of the canal all supplies for the village and
other communities were brought over poor roads in wagons on regular
trips between Cincinnati and Dayton or Fort Wayne and Toledo. These
wagons would be on the road for days and when night came the
teamsters would stop at the farm home of some settler or would
camp out.

Almost every resident along the road was known as a tavern-
keeper because of caring for the road traveler. The wagon master
would carry finished goods, groceries, clothing and machinery to the
settler and on the return trip would be loaded with furs from the
Indians, as well as wood products and farm produce from the settlers.
Grain, pork and other items from the farm were the main commodities
taken back to the cities.

With the opening of the canal much of this highway hauling
ceased for the cheaper, faster waterway traffic and the numerous
taverns returned to being farm homes again.

Hardly had the township been settled in 1849 when it was hit by
an epidemic of cholera. Forty persons died in the Fort Loramie area
and McLean Township. Minster, the town to the north, lost 300 to
the disease. A deep trench was dug for the burial place of many of
the Minster victims. A monument now marks the site of the mass
grave in St. Augustine Cemetery.

Among Fort Loramie’s victims were Mary Furrow, widow of the
community’s earliest pioneer and her son, James, Jr. Impure drinking
water was believed to have been the cause of the epidemic. When
residents took to boiling the water, the disease quickly subsided.

The first flour mill was built in 1858 by Bernard Meyer and the
Reddy Brothers. It is still in operation as the Fort Loramie Milling Co.

John H. Willman came to Fort Loramie in 1854 from Cincinnati
and established a general store the same year. At his death the busi-
ness was taken over by his sons, Frank and Joseph who continue to
operate it as Willman’s Department Store.

William Quinlan opened the town’s pharmacy and until his death
was considered the oldest active pharmacist in the state. Two of the
oldest, continuously operated taverns in the community are Brucken’s,
started by Matt Brucken, and Ben Voglesang’s Cafe. Both have
operated through the town’s colorful life during the canal period and
afterwards.

The first grade school was built in “the forties” along the canal
north of the village. The grade school was established in 1874 just
east of St. Michael’s Church. The present high school was built in
1935.
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TRAILS, HIGHWAYS AND CANALS

Even in the days, long before the first white man visited western
Ohio, there was traffic over the hills and valleys as the Indian tribes
moved from place to place. The Miami Valley was considered a lush
hunting ground and tribes migrated to the area for periods. This meant
that trails converged from all directions. It is recognized that Picka-
willany, south of Fort Loramie at the mouth of Loramie Creek as it
empties into the Miami River, was an important trail junction. Trails
led from the Ohio River to the Great Lakes. These followed the river
to the Loramie portage and on along the St. Marys River to the Maumee
and on to the lake. The river and creek route was probably for haul-
ing while the trail served when the waterways were frozen over during
the winter months.

With the coming of the white pioneer these waterways and trails
were still used and in later years roads were made by widening the
trails. Some of these early roads served western Ohio until recent
years when faster motor traffic necessitated straightening and other-
wise improving the thoroughfares. But in many places the early
trails and traces are still marked as secondary roads leading to farm
communities.

In the early days of Ohio the great lack was for roads leading from
lush farms to the markets of Cincinnati and Toledo as well as points
in between.

In 1822 these back country areas got little for their commodities.
Records show that wheat sold for 25 cents a bushel, corn 121/2 cents,
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oats 14 cents, potatoes 18% cents, pork 2 cents a pound, beef 3 cents,
butter 6 cents, eggs 6 cents a dozen and chickens 5 cents each.

Had there been roads of any consequence between these areas
and the markets in Cincinnati flour would bring $3.50 a barrel. In
New York the same flour brought $8. Transporting such commodities
by road ran to a cost of $25 a ton. It was argued that if a cheaper way
could be found to move this flour to other centers a handsome profit
could be realized for the Miami country farmer.

In 1825 there was agitation for a series of canals in the state. It
was figured, and rightly, that canal hauling charge would be at $3 a
ton against $25 by roadway.

But for that year the total state revenue from all areas was $131,-
753.48. With this small income it was not considered possible to talk
of canal construction. A survey made in 1825 showed that a canal
running from the lake, through Columbus and on to Portsmouth, and
one running from Toledo to Cincinnati, through Fort Loramie, Piqua
and Dayton would cost an estimated $5,715,203.

Despite the financial situation in the state and this unheard of
cost, the canals were authorized and work was started on the Miami-
Erie Canal July 21, 1825. It was completed in 1845 and opened for
business. The two canal systems finally cost $15,967,652.69.

This was three times the original estimate but the higher cost
was partly explained through additional feeder lines to other towns
which had not been considered on the first estimate. The cost of the
Miami-Erie Canal was $8,062,680.80. This included the cost of three
reservoirs. St. Marys Lake cost $582,222.07. Indian Lake reservoir
cost $600,000. The reservoir which is now Lake Loramie cost only
$22,000. The reason for the small cost of the Loramie reservoir is
not explained in the records. The Miami-Erie Canal, when in use,
was 301 miles long.

The canal brought many people to western Ohio and with the
influx came new towns and industries because, during the first 35
years of the canal operation, it was considered the finest, and cheapest
mode of transportation. Canal boats carried quantities of produce
and other types of freight and passenger traffic between Cincinnati
and points north and on to Lake Erie.

The canal passed through the center of Fort Loramie and because
of it the town grew in importance and in wealth. The canal, in many
ways, made Fort Loramie because most of its citizens came to the area
to work either on the canal itself or on the reservoir adjacent to the
town. Most of those who arrived were Germans. They came up from
Cincinnati and in many cases were direct from Germany. They
brought with them their customs and their church. The two go hand

in hand yet today.
Cincinnati was a clearing house for canal workers. If they were

Germans, the workers were told of the German communities at Berlin
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Top p ic ture  shows a canal boat loading at the Wise Lumber  Yard early in the century.
The center p ic ture  is of the canal basin south of Fort Loramie  where boats could
turn around if desired. The lower p ic ture  is of another  canal boat pul led to the
side of the canal just south of Fort  Loramie .
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(Fort Loramie) and Minster to the north. If the worker was French,
he was directed to the French communities of Versailles, French Town
and Russia not far distant to the west. If the worker was Irish, he
settled at St. Patrick which is just east of Fort Loramie. In all cases,
the workers usually were Catholic and these various communities grew
up to be almost solidly Catholic.

By 1909 the canal was almost a thing of the past as a first class
transportation system. This came about by the network of railroads
that were expanding in all directions. The railroads were faster and,
in turn, cheaper than the canals. An accounting of the canal system
made in that year showed that the waterways had been losing money
for some time. In the first 35 years of operation the canals showed a
profit of $7,074,111. But this evaporated in later years until, in 1909
the system showed the following records: Cost of construction,
$15,867,652.69. Maintenance from opening of waterways $13,065,011.13.
Total cost of canal system $29,023,633.82. Gross receipts $17,225,337-
.05. Deficit $11,798,326.77.

What the state lost in revenue, it gained in towns, population and
industrial development. In comparison with today’s high cost of
highway construction which averages about $1,000,000 a mile, this cost
was small and the results great.

There were many types of canal boats. There were freighters,
workboats, passenger packets and some private pleasure boats. They
all ran in size from 60 to 72 feet in length and a standard width in
order to pass through the waterway and locks. The freighters were
sturdy afiairs with cargo stored in the hold, and on the top deck as
well. Huge doors permitted trucking freight on and off the boats.
There was a captain’s cabin which had glass windows with curtains.

Passenger packets carried up to 50 persons. They were usually
express packets which made the 300 mile run from Toledo to Cin-
cinnati in four days and five nights. These speedy (for that day) boats
made between six and eight miles per hour and were pulled by from
two to six horses. A change of horses was usually carried on the
packet itself. Because of its express designation it usually demanded
the right of way. Many times a freight boat captain would argue this
point and the argument ended in fisticuffs. Usually the dispute
would take place at the locks and the lock tender would be
called upon to referee the matter. Not only would he have these
troubles between the freighter and the packet but also between
freighter captains.

This made the lock tender an important personage on the “ditch”
and it was necessary for him to be able to back up bis decisions if one
or the other of the contestants did not approve of his ruling.

Some of the most ornate boats on the canal were those owned
privately.

These craft would be about the same length as the commercial
boats but the interior would be furnished as a living room. There
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would be glass windows completely around the deck house. There
would be a kitchen for the preparation of food at one end of the
craft, while at the other end would be the bedrooms for the owner
and his guests. The center part of the boat would be given over to
the entertaining area as well as wide deck space for use in good weather.

Frequently groups would rent a freight packet for a day of sport
and it would be loaded to the waterline from the participants and their
food and drink to be consumed during the outing. These groups would
go fishing in the basin and often hunting in the countryside adjacent
to the canal.

One of the busiest areas on the canal was just south of Fort Loramie
at the village of Lockington. At this point was built an engineering
feat for bringing the boats from a lower level up a hill to the upper
level, a height of 67 feet in one half mile. This made Lockington a
thriving canal town because there would be a long line of boats waiting
to traverse the six locks in tiers going in both directions. Old timers
recall the tooting of the horns on the boats trying to hurry the passage.

As the passenger packets waited in the “ditch” at Lockington at
the top of the hill for their passage through the locks, many a male
passenger would visit one of the six saloons in town to while away the
time. Other passengers would buy food at the stores or rolls and bread
at the bakery.

Some of the passengers would take the food and build fires along
the towpath to cook it during the wait. As some of the boats reached
the high point through the locks they would also visit the same stores
and saloons. This made Lockington one of the most important way
stations on the canal for both passengers on the packets as well as the
crew on the freighters. As many as 400 boats a day would pass this
point.

The picturesque spot is rather well preserved and sightseers can
get some idea of the importance of the town in its heyday as he looks
over the abandoned locks. One thing, however, which is gone is the
aquaduct over Loramie Creek which carried the canal over this stream.
The aquaduct is gone and only the foundations remain in evidence.

At Fort Loramie is a smaller aquaduct stone foundation in view
which carried the canal over the same creek.

These aquaducts, as well as maintaining the dikes and canal
itself turned into much more of a problem than anticipated at the time
of construction. Those connected with the canal included com-
missioners, superintendents, engineers, lock tenders, foremen, towpath
walkers and collectors of toll. There were repair boats to take care
of emergency needs. These boats were usually stationed at strategic
positions along the course in order to get calls to go in either direction.
As soon as a break in the canal was discovered the boat, loaded with
picks, shovels, straw, rope and planking would make the repair before
the water was lost. The canal had its day and rendered an important
and much needed service providing an outlet for produce and the
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One of the places where the Miami  Erie Canal remnants  are well preserved for
sightseers is at Lockington,  southeast of Fort Loramie .  These pictures show the
leeks as they are today. The foundations of the aquaduct which carr ied the canal
across Loramie  Creek is shown at the bot tom.
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industry of ths back country and making food in the big population
centers less costly. It brought thousands of pioneers who were eager
to conquer the wilderness and, most of all, it provided a safe, comfort-
able mode of travel for that day.

What killed the canal was the railroads. This faster mode of trans-
portation made the slower canal traffic less desirable and, even then,
time was becoming a valuable commodity.

With the passing of the canal, Fort Loramie felt off the beaten
path, a position it had not experienced in its long years as an important
spot on the overland trail. The railroad passed through Minster to the
north. The business houses would have to find a way to connect with
the railroad. Prominent businessmen, realizing this need, formed
the Minster and Fort Loramie Traction Co. The line connected with
the railroad at Minster and ran through the business section of Fort
Loramie to the Middendorf Mill. The traction line carried both pass-
engers and freight. It carried products from Fort Loramie and brought
back freight and coal for the stores and homes. Those forming the
company were Frank Willman, W. J. Sherman and J. D. Inderriden.
Frank Willman was the president of the line. It opened in 1910 and
its operations were considered profitable through the many years it
was the connecting transportation link.

After the abandonment of the canal there was no longer any
maintenance along its length. Areas grew up in weeds and became
unsightly. This situation developed along the stretch of the "ditch”
within the town and became an eyesore in the business section of Fort
Loramie.

A group of young women decided to do something about the
situation. They organized “The Village Beautiful Club" in 1914. The
canal banks were cleaned up and all weeds were removed. Sod was
laid and the sloping banks were further landscaped. In the center of
the project an area was fixed up for a monument. Here the women of
the organization placed the statue of an Indian overlooking the business
houses on the east bank. The club had purchased the Indian statue
from the estate of Julius Boesel in New Bremen. The statue, which has
become a real part of the tradition of Fort Loramie stood on that
site for many years until the town decided the condition of the water
in the canal necessitated filling it in through the business section. The
canal area then was made into a public park. There was no place to
put the Indian statue and it was removed to its present site in
front of the Fort Loramie School. The statue has been damaged in
years past by vandals but it is still considered one of the important
objects representing the village’s historic past.

The canal is gone but there are still some things to be seen in-
cluding the place where water from the Loramie lake reservoir flows
both north and south since this is the top of the watershed which has
made Fort Loramie so important through its long history.

The most important remaining feature of the early canal days is
beautiful Lake Loramie, located a short distance from the town. This
reservoir, which kept the canal filled with water, is now a haven for
the fisherman, the boatman and the vacation-bound Ohioan.
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There are areas for campers and resorts featuring cottages for
those wanting a more up-to-date type of living. Wide beaches are
maintained by the State Park Commission.

Fort Loramie had considered itself passed-by when the railroad
missed it at the turn of the century. But its location on fine highways
now makes it a haven for those who want to trace early American his
tory along the scenic highways and in the town itself.

It is on what is known as one of the scenic highways of the state
and along the historic traces of Harmar, St. Clair, Harrison and Wayne.
One traveling State Route 66 is traveling the route of conquest and
discovery. History was made along this old trace.

The tourist will travel the trails of the Revolutionary War heroes
and the famed Indian chiefs. Or, with a little imagination, can consider
that this was the path taken by the famed French explorer de la Salle
on his voyage of discovery.

Fort Loramie recognizes its importance as a site in American
history and is ready to protect this heritage for future generations.
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FORT LORAMIE AND THE REVOLUTION

Some present-day historians in retrospect have come to judge the
1780-82 campaign of Gen. George Rogers Clark in the Miami Valley
one of the most important of the Revolutionary War. These engage-1
ments saw the complete destruction of the Indian settlements at Old
Chillicothe, Piqua, near Springfield, and Peter Loramie’s trading post
at Fort Loramie. They were vital factors in the opening of western
Ohio, protecting Kentucky, an El Dorado for pioneers; and dissolving
the coalition of the British and Indians. Thus, the rearguard of the
American colonies in the east was maintained during the darkest hours
of the Revolution, the time of the treason of Benedict Arnold.

These victories for Gen. Clark made it impossible for the British
ever again to raise the tribes for concerted aggressive action against
Kentucky. Clark thus saved Kentucky and Kentucky saved the west.

The portage at Fort Loramie figured big in these battles which
were the last blows of the Revolution in the western settlements.

In the spring of 1780 British Col Henry Bird, with 600 Indians,
British and Canadian soldiers floated cannon and other equipment
down the waterways from Detroit to where Cincinnati is now located.
He then crossed the OHio River and moved against two important
Kentucky settlements, Martin’s and Ruddel’s Stations. The British
force breached the stockades and took 300 to 400 captives. This was
the greatest number of settlers ever captured in an Indian battle.
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Along with Col. Bird were the notorius Girty brothers, Simon and
George who usually made their headquarters around what is now St.
Marys with their Indian friends. Few of the unfortunate captives were
ever recovered.

After these two disasters, Gen. Clark raised an army of 1,000
Kentuckians with two cannon and marched in pursuit. Some of the
Kentucky captives were found to have been tomahawked along the
route to Detroit and it is believed that the survivors ended up in
that northern British bastion.

The object of Gen. Clark’s campaign was the British-built fort at
Piqua, near Springfield, which actually was a powerful Shawnee base.
The desperate battle there ended in the complete destruction of

Ax:.

George Rogers Clark in Uniform of the Revolutionary
Period.

the fort and the Indian settlement along with all crops and equipment.
During the battle a cousin of Gen. Clark, Joseph Rogers, who had been
a captive for four years, was found to have been fighting on the side
of the Indians. Dressed as an Indian, it is reported that he attempted
to make an escape to the side of the Americans as the Shawnees were
being routed. He is said to have called to the settlers that he was white
and was trying to escape from his captors.

As he rushed toward the American lines he was shot down. It
was not sure whether he was shot down mistakenly by one of the
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pioneers or by an Indian who saw him deserting. At any rate, the
story is told that young Rogers died in the arms of his uncle, Gen. Clark.

There were few casualties on either side left on the field of battle.
It is believed the Indians carried their dead and wounded with them as
they retreated in the direction of Detroit.

Gen. Clark designated Col. Benjamin Logan to continue the cam-
paign against the Indians and sent him with 150 Kentuckians on horse-
back to clean out the Indian settlement around the trading post of
Peter Loramie. This victory in 1782 made safe the waterway and
north-south trails for peaceful use.

While there were battles between the Indians and pioneers after
that time, there was no further effort by the British to bring con-
certed action against the western pioneers.

The portage at Fort Loramie figured, however, in almost every
campaign or historic record of the area for further years. Gen. Joshia
Harman used this portage in 1790 after his defeat at Fort Wayne. Gen.
Mad Anthony Wayne used the same trail from Greenville where he had
set up winter quarters in 1794 before concluding the peace treaty with
the Indians in 1795.

In 1812 Gen. William Henry Harrison, with a small band of troops,
marched from Fort Washington (Cincinnati) to Fort Wayne passing
over the same trail. The central division of Harrison’s army used this
same trace again in 1812 and 1813 to Fort Meigs.

Thus this historic trail and portage at Fort Loramie figured big
in winning of the west.

The impact of Gen. Clark, his officers and men was great on the
outcome of the Revolution. It is said that it is conceivable that had
there been no Gen. Clark, there might not have been a United States
of America. For had the campaign against the British in 1780-82 failed,
a hoard of savages and British larger than the army which Cornwallis
surrendered at Yorktown would have been turned loose from the west
on the American colonists in the east.

And supplies from pioneers beyond the Alleghanies, which played
a more important part in the final victory than is generally known,
would have been cut off from the American colonists.

General Clark broke the power of the British and the Indians in
the territory northwest of the Ohio River. Upon the basis of his vic-
tories over the common foe, Benjamin Franklin succeeded in the treaty
of Paris in maintaining the claim to the Northwest Territory as an
integral part of the new nation and established the Mississippi and
Canadian boundary lines as the western and northern limits of the new
land of freedom.
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FATHER LOUIS NAVARRON
by Marie Quinlan

In the early days of Fort Loramie, then known as Berlin, it was
the goal of many German Catholic Immigrants as well as French and
Irish, Thus it happened that among the illustrious pioneers whose
names are recalled, was a priest who in the space of 10 years (1839-
1848) laid the groundwork for several parishes in Darke, Mercer, Aug-
laize, Shelby and Allen Counties.

He was Father Louis Navarron, one of a group of seven French
priests whom Bishop John Purcell recruited in 1839 in France.

Bishop Purcell dispatched Father Navarron to a colony of French
Catholics in or near the town of Versailles, Frenchtown and Russia,
near the junction of Darke and Shelby Counties. The young priest
built a log chapel three miles northeast of Versailles and used it as a
base in his plans to organize the church in this area.

The story of his labors is recounted in Father Navarron’s own
words in a chapter “Annals of St. Michael's Congregation" iFort
Loramie), in a Book written by Rev. William Bigot, who was pastor of
St. Michael’s for 30 years.

“The first thing I did,“ he told Father Bigot, "was to build a
church, St. Valbert's located on the edge of the forest between Russia
and Versailles. It consisted of two rooms, one for the church and the
other for a living room.”

“Then I began my apostolic visits. Tying the sacred vessels and
vestments together with leather straps, and fastening them across my
back, I set off for various settlements.

"I stopped at Berlin (Fort Loramie) where I stayed with a farmer,
James Pilliod, for a few days, for rest and read Mass. From here I went
to other communities toward the north, and on to St. Marys, where Irish
and German workers, on the Miami and Erie Canal wished to receive
the sacraments. I then went to Lima where I stayed for some time and
then returned to my beloved St. Valbert’s by way of Loramie.”

Before making his visits to the various communities he sent word
of his approach by courier so that the people could prepare for bap-
tims, weddings and other functions.

The nature of the dangers Father Navarron faced in his long
travels is typified by a mishap that occurred on a trip from Fort
Loramie to St. Valbert’s.

“After staying with my friend and benefactor, James Pilliod, for
some days to rest,” the priest recalled, "I suddenly felt a longing to
return to my beloved St. Valbert’s and thus began the journey in the
late afternoon, against the wishes of Mr. Pilliod, who feared the on-
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coming darkness and dangers which might come upon me, but I felt
that I could trust myself to follow the footprints through
the forest and accordingly declined the offer of a companion for the
trip."

"Therefore, I threw my knapsack over my shoulder and started
in a southerly direction, traveling a number of miles before being
overtaken by darkness. It became so dark I could not see anything and
suddenly found myself in water which became deeper with each step.
Then I felt a thick tree trunk, one of many which in those days lay
criss cross over each other everywhere.”

“Realizing my dangerous position, I decided to lake a six-foot
strap from my knapsack and lying on the log, 1 wrapped the strap
around my body, fastened it, and then from sheer exhaustion soon fell
asleep and when I awoke in the morning, the sun was shining in my
eyes. I found that I was surrounded by swollen waters from Lorainie
Creek.”

“With thanks to God for the refreshing sleep, I wandered on and
reached St. Valbert’s in the afternoon.”

Although Father Navarron is described as physically strong, a
few years of rugged living impaired his health and he was sent to
parish work near Cincinnati. Father Navarron died in St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Cincinnati in 1882 at the age of 74.

“By coincidence or God’s will," Father Bigot relates, “I happened
to be in Cincinnati and upon entering St. Mary’s Hospital where I
made my headquarters during my stay in the city, the first person 1
met was Father Navarron, who began singing the Marsaillaise as a
greeting.”

“He asked me the usual questions about St. Valbert’s—was it still
standing? Also was it true that a beautiful new church had just been
completed at Loramie? He had seen a picture of it but thought
that those who showed him the picture were possibly joking with him.
He believed me however, and was glad about it.”

“After visiting with him for some time. 1 left to attend to some
business. Upon returning at 6 o’clock I was told that Father Navarron
had suffered a stroke in the meantime and after receiving the last
sacrament, slept away.”
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St. Michael's Church, one of the outstanding church structures in the state.

ST. MICHAEL'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Michael’s Church Society was organized in 1838 at the home
of James M. Pilliod west of Loramie and the first mass was said in his
storeroom. Father Louis Navarron held the service. He also served
parishes in Versailles, Russia, Minster, Maria Stein, Celina, and St.
Marys.

In 1845 services were held in a little blockhouse on the grounds
where W. H. Quinlin originally operated his drug store. From 1848
until 1851 the parish of 50 families was served by priests from the
Convention of the Precious Blood with headquarters in Carthagena.
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In 1851 Fort Loramie received its first permanent pastor, Rev.
Augustin Berger. It was during the pastorhood of Father Berger that
the first brick church was opened. Although started in 1849, work
was delayed because of the cholera epidemic. It was finally completed
in 1851 and was a plain structure with a tower and belfry containing
two bells. An addition built several years later gave the church in
overall measurement of 40 by 80 feet. The old church was incorporated
into the present church in 1879 and is now used as a chapel.

Father Berger was succeeded in 1858 by Rev. Harry Muckerheide,
a native of Oldenberg, Germany, who served the parish until 1864. He
was succeeded by Rev. Anton M. Meyer of Aesch, Switzerland. Father
Meyer served the parish 10 years during which time he enlarged the
church and built the brick school house near the church.

He was succeeded in 1874 by Rev. William V. Bigot during whose
period in Fort Loramie a historical piece was written about the church
and the times of the area.

Father Bigot was born in Alsace in 1838 and was educated in
France and Switzerland. He was well advanced in the classics and
leading modern languages as well as having a thorough scholarship in
philosophy, theology, history and liturgy of the church. In the Franco-
Prussian War he had at one time been appointed military clergyman
over 15,000 French captives. After the war he was chosen chief com-
missioner of a bureau for collecting and tabulating death records of
French soldiers who died as prisoners of war in Germany. More than
18,000 of these mortuary records were secured. He had monuments
placed over the graves of the fallen French soldiers. For this he was
given the Cross of Chivalry by the French government. He was
assigned to the Fort Loramie Parish, St. Michaels, in 1874 and re-
mained as parish priest for 30 years.

Through his efforts St. Michael’s present church was built. It is
considered one of the most beautiful churches in the state.

Father Bigot was told by Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati that
in addition to his regular duties as pastor there was need for a new
church. In 1878 preparations were made for the building. Subscriptions
were taken in 1879 and during the same year work was started on the
excavation. In October, 1879 the cornerstone was laid which was wit-
nessed by 2,000 parishioners and their friends.

The new church was consecrated in 1881. It was then, and still
is, considered one of the most outstanding church structures in the
Cincinnati Archdiocese. Cost of the building was placed at $60,000
and for the parsonage $10,000. A similar structure built today would
cost more than ten times that amount.

Father Bigot stayed in the parish until 1903 when he was sucebded
by the Rev, August Adelmann. In 1910 Father Anthony Moeller took
over the parish. He held the post until 1952 when he was succeeded
by Father Clarence Leibold who is still in charge of the parish.
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Father Bigot, in his book on Fort Loramie said that in 1838 when
the parish was established there were 50 families registered by the
church. From his records he said some of the original signers had lived
in the area as early as 1828. The list is as follows:

Henry Franke, Ignatius Schell, J. Henry Ratermann, Luke Meyer,
Ignatius Martz, Phillip Knuvener, Frederick Meistermann, Herman
Frederick Klone, Herman Henry Broering, James Pilliod, Henry
Muller, George Muller, Amandus Schuller, Zachary Schuller, Henry
Weisbrodt, John Henry Wiemann, Wendelin Schenk, George Henry
Eilerman, Patrick Kannaus and Charles Schliz.

Also Valentine Bernhard, Joseph Anton August, John William
Schurmann, Francis de Sales Meyer, Henry Schulze, Joseph Kirner,
Bartholomew Schebel, Christian Hoffman, John Ruttges, Cristoph
Borger, George Marz, Michael Meckladen and Bernard Pille.

Also Joseph Hummer, Peter Hummer, Domonic Hummer, Anton
August, George Lump, Michael Lehmann, Ignatius Zurcher, Louis
Hotzen, Nicholas Langly, Adam Schanding, Frederick Henke, Henry
Schluter Sr., Bernard Maier, Phillip Dudenhofer, Herman Henry
Dressman, Michael Lulle, Fidelis Kistner, John Costello and Anton
Schuler.

In 1874, Father Bigot said, the families, most of which lived on
the farm in surrounding country represented every part of Germany.
He wrote in his book that there were “old Prussians, new Prussians
and must-be-Prussians. There were Low Germans, High Germans of
every tribe as from Oldenburg, Hannover, Westphalia, Rhineland, Hol-
land (Netherlands), Hesse, Bavaria, Baden, Alsace (which was German
from 1871 until 1918), Switzerland, Luxemburg, Lorainne, besides
people from France and Ireland, either immigrants or born here.

Father Bigot made a census of the families in the parish in that
year and in doing so talked with many of the pioneer families which
settled the land in earlier years. From the early days through the
1870’s he was told of the virgin soil and its great fertility. Besides
what they were able to grow themselves, the woods and fields were
full of game. He recounted:

Once during a visit to a family the fertility of the soil was the
subject of conversation. Said a housewife from Hannover: “You cannot
imagine what could be grown on all the fertile soil during the first time.
Wheat was unique, oats were plentiful and especially the Welch corn
was unusually rich; where you put one seed into the ground a stalk
of 8 or 10 feet high came out with two or three large ears on it.

“They were blessed years then. We had plenty of grain and fruit.
Every spot where one sowed something, there was an excellent harvest,
and when the fruit trees slowly grew we had big apples, juicy pears,
cherries, peaches and apricots, more than we could use. We waited
badly for the fruit press to make cider from the surplus fruit. When
fall was coming it looked like a paradise here. The fruit trees all
colors, high filled barns and especially the large supplies in the kitchen
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and basement made forgotten the great sacrifices made in the beginning
and they paid off well.”

Father Bigot continued:
“Only for one thing the brave pioneers had reason to worry about;

the difficulty in converting their products into money and get their
grain milled into flour. The next grain trade market was Sidney, 14
miles apart, or Piqua, 18 miles apart. In these two places they sold

their grain crops or exchanged them for flour. It took two or three
days every time to travel these distances through the virgin forests
without roads or trails. These trips-were used also to buy needed
groceries and clothing."

These conditions had improved from that time until Father Bigot’s
arrival in Fort Loramie. Still, transportation was primitive over what
it is today.

Father Bigot in the spring of 1875 suffered from a fever which he
indicates was very prevalent in the state. At that time he decided
to make a trip to Cincinnati. He tells in his book:

“A voyage to the big city of Cincinnati was supposed to banish
this strange feeling (fever). I thought so to travel by post coach or by
railroad with its shaking is supposed to be a good medicine against the
fever, as the doctors claim. Well, one can get shaked more than one
likes, when traveling by American railroads and especially the post
coach. The latter are nothing else but large rectangular' boxes, of which
the sides are boarded by black American cloth in winter, but open in the
summer, so they do not cover God’s beautiful world; on the whole they
have the same likeness as the European Gypsie carriages, at least as
far as the exterior is concerned, but sometimes the inside too. The
hackdriver is permitted to transport all possible and impossible items;
and this is the reason to make the trip everything else but idyllic.
Once I had the pleasure, to ride from Sidney to Berlin (Fort Loramie)
in the midst of a lot of iron ovens; only one spot, the place occupied by
me, was free, because it was ordered in advance . . .

“But I want to travel to escape the fever. Therefore let’s leave
the not very inviting post coach and let’s board the somewhat better
railroad cars.

“But there too, one was shaken again and I had more opportunity
to learn the truth of the saying: What is good for one person brings
another to ruin . . . When the lines were bumpy, and therefore shaked
terribly, I thought redemption is near. But it turned worse; heavy
stabbing in the neck, a very bitter taste, and the following night a sure
sign of the fever; continuous cold sweat. The train arrived in Cin-
cinnati at 6 o’clock in the evening and in less than an hour I felt con-
siderable relief already.”

Apparently the visit to Cincinnati was not a complete success as
far as getting rid of the fever was concerned. It (the fever) lasted
through August and September.
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Father Bigot wondered why so little was known about this Ameri-
can fever in Europe. He writes:

“The reason possibly is that one is so accustomed to it in America,
at least in many parts of the country, that it is considered as some-
thing self-explanatory and one does not think it to be worthwhile to be
mentioned in public. But this is sure, these fevers are existing all
over America, especially along the rivers and near the so-called
reservoirs or large ponds of which we have a lot here. The hot previous
summer had dried out the reservoir near Berlin (Lake Loramie) and
changed it to a fever sewer; because exhalations rose from the mud,
too much suited to infect the air, which is very clean normally . . .But
here nobody dies of it yet, although almost everybody is stricken with
the fever, the one stronger than the other.”

The long drought was ended with the autumn and the fever, so
prevalent through the area, died away with the coming of frost.

The year 1875 apparently was a bad one weatherwise because
Father Bigot tells of the winter with temperatures reaching down
to 13 below zero. It brought many deaths from other types of sickness.
He tells of giving last rites to 23 persons, most living in rural areas
quite far away from town during the months of November to the end
of April.
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FATHER BIGOT

THE PETER LORAMIE CONTROVERSY

One of the top controversies concerning this area is the actual
background of Peter Loramie, for whom the town is named. Historians
differ on whether the French Canadian was a trader or whether he was
a Jesuit priest as is claimed in the book by Father Bigot. While Father
Bigot has what should appear as documentary evidence of Loramie’s
religious background, a case is made by the author of the History of
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, the Rev. John H. Lamott S. T. D., which
takes in the years from 1821 to 1921. Rev. Lamott claims that Loramie
was a French tradesman, called Father Peter Loramie much as the
Indians referred to any white man as father.

Father Bigot maintains that had Loramie been a simple merchant
or an uneducated adventurer only, he would not have been able to
exercise the power upon such savage Indian tribes as the Wyandotts,
Shawnees, Delawares, Miamis etc. The priest points out that the
British historians referred to him as “the French Jesuit Father”.

According to Father Bigot, “the political conditions of the time
commanded greatest caution to the missionaries. After the end of the
so-called Braddock War, which was carried on between the French and
English from 1753 until 1763 the “Great Northwest” together with the
Dominion of Canada was ceded to the British. This happened in
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accordance with the Treaty of Paris signed in 1763. However, it was
fixed in the treaty that settlers in the ceded areas were guaranteed
the practice of their religion.

"Consequently, Archbishop Briand (Brilliand) of Quebec was
guaranteed the ecclesiastical jurisdiction, as ha exercised it hitherto
(because there was no bishop in the whole area of the United States of
today at that time) . . .

"So it came to happen that the archbishop of Quebec sent a number
of missionaries to this area in 1769 to serve the sparse living European
settlers in Illinois and especially the Indians in Ohio.”

Father Clarence F. Leibold of St. Michael's Church Is shown holding the Loramie
Cross which is one of the honored relics of the town's past.

“It is the contention of Father Bigot that Peter Loramie was one of
these missionaries.

It is his belief that Loramie settled at the point of the Loramie
Creek because it was a fertile hunting ground and had excellent spring
water and other things available. It also was close to a large Indian
village and the “French Jesuit Father” maintained the best relations
with its inhabitants during the years 1769 to 1782. Loramie had to
exercise the greatest care on account of the political conditions since
this area was ceded to the English and where bloody frictions occured
frequently between different nationalities, especially between the
Indians and whites.

Father Bigot continues:
“The famous Breve of 1773 issued by Pope Clement XIV abolished

the Society of Jesus. The decree of the Pope ordered the dissolution
of the Jesuits who were obliged to take off the monastic garb and were
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not permitted to conduct public worship anymore. In this circum-
stance, Father Loramie was required to abstain from any priestly
action.”

This explains why Loramie appeared as a layman among the
Indians.

Rev. Lamott, in his History of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati said:
“To the hypothesis of Rev. William V. Bigot that Pierre (Peter)

Loramie, who conducted a trading store at Loramie, Ohio, from 1769
to 1782 was a French Jesuit Father, and therefore entitled to the honor
of being the first priest stationed in the Cincinnati Archdiocese, we
cannot subscribe. For not one convincing proof is adduced for the
hypothesis, nor have we been able in our investigation of the matter to
find a trace anywhere of any such Jesuit Father in the New World.”

It is believed that Father Bigot’s reference to the trading post
operator as Father Loramie may have come from the fact that Indians
referred during that period to white man as the White Father.
Washington, it seems, was the Great White Father, totally with-
out benefit of ordination.

That Peter Loramie was revered by the Indians of the area is well
known. To them he may have been a father. He is reputed to nave
taken their side against the white settlers. This is why the battle of
Loramie’s Store was fought in 1782 by the Kentuckians under command
of Col. Ben Logan.

For good or bad, Peter Loramie is the most important personage
in the section. That he is portrayed as a priest in school pageants is
well understood, because he represents the first white settlement at
the site of today’s thriving community And the Loramie Cross is

one tangible proof of those early days when Indians roamed the lush,
fertile hills and valleys that now make up Shelby County.

The Loramie Cross is a relic now in the hands of St. Michael’s
Church. It is the one remembrance of the early history which is viewed
by many visitors to the church.

The Loramie Cross was found in 1869 by Mathias Utz in a field
as he was hoeing corn on his farm. The farmer said the cross was
found at the base of an old tree that was being removed.

The cross, made of silver and measuring about four by six inches,
was taken to the church and turned over to Father Meyer, parish priest
at that time. It has become a part of the relics of the church and is
used at times when pageants of early Fort Loramie are enacted by
some of the children. At that time Peter Loramie is portrayed as a
Jesuit father and is dressed in the pastor’s biretta and cassock.
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THE FORT LORAMIE SETTEE

During the 1933-34 Century of Progress World’s fair in Chicago,
Ohio Building had a great many displays of the great state. The Ohio
Commission, in order to tall the Ohio story and its frontier history had
34 settees made up to line the walls of the exhibit rooms whose walls
likewise continued the historic tale in murals setting forth “The dream
of Ohio pioneers.” Among the settees was one with a wood carving in
the back depicting the burning of Peter Loramie’s store in 1782. The
letters above the carved scene read:

“This French trader was not only a bitter enemy of the Americans,
but in a manner of his countrymen, had gained great influence with
the Indians. His trading post in Western Ohio became the head-
quarters of mischief against the settlers until it was destroyed by
George Rogers Clark in 1782.”

The settee is now one of the prized possessions of the Fort Loramie
American Legion and occupies a place in its clubrooms.
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FORT LORAMIE DEVELOPMENT CORP.

Fort Loramie has been a residential community throughout its
long history with only small businesses owned by its residents. In
order to increase the town’s importance and bring in additional money
for its residents, a number of businessmen got together to form the
Fort Loramie Development Corp.

Through the corporation stock was issued and a plant was built
for the G & W Tool and Die Co. which took over the building on a land
contract and set up a thriving business. The company is now in its
third expansion program and expects to increase from 70 to 100 its
regular work force. The annual payroll now is estimated at $300,000.

Officers of the Fort Loramie Development Corp, are: Joe Turner,
’president; William Albers, vice president: John Broering, secretary and
treasurer, and the three directors, Paul Ahlers, Karl Frey tag,' and
Ambros Broering.

FORT LORAMIE YOUTH ORGANIZATION

Businessmen and other civic-minded residents, with an eye for
their future generations have set up the youth organization for
the purpose of giving children of the village a place to carry on various
activities. A building has been erected as a meeting place for Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts and other youth groups as well as the Little League.
The athletic field which is active in the summer and autumn months
with games, is used in the winter time as a skating rink when it is
flooded for that purpose.

THE AMERICAN LEGION

Fort Loramie’s American Legion Post is one of the most active
in the state. Their meeting rooms have been expanded several times
in recent years to handle the many activities there which include the
monthly chicken fries for which the town has become famous. At times
as many as 2,000 have been entertained at these events. The Legion
Auxiliary is active in these various activities. The Firing Squad attends
various memorial services and the Legion is active whenever civic
parades are arranged.

There are many other civic and social organizations in town. One
of these is the Knights of St. John of the Catholic Church. Its member-
ship is large and its activities are varied.
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THE LORAMIE BANKING CO.

Fort Loramie has had a banking company since 1904. From a very
modest beginning as a copartnership with capital of $10,000 it has ad-
vanced to its present position with assets of over $4,000,000. The
following Fort Loramie businessmen were the original partners in the
bank: Michael Moorman, Bernard J. Wuebker, William J. Sherman, and
John Boerger. These four men took the positions of president,
vice president, cashier and assistant cashier respectively.

The bank was opened for business March 1, 1904 in rooms on the
west side of the canal. It was used until 1920 when the present bank-
ing house was built.

The following is a statement of the close of business of the bank’s
first day:

RESOURCES:
Real estate building and fixtures
German National Bank Cincinnati
Sundry Bank Items
Bills receivable
Cash on hand . . . ,

$ 3,000.00
6,094.87

380.71
1,475.00
3,821.84

TOTAL LIABILITIES
Capital Stock . . . .
Interest Account
Deposits subject to check
Time Certificate

TOTAL $14,772.42

$10,000.00
3.50

3,382.92
1,386.00

TOTAL $14,772.42
One year later March 1, 1905 the statement was as follows:
RESOURCES
Real estate and buildings . . . .  $ 3,000.00
Expenses ............................................. 1,559.90
German National Bank, Cincinnati . 8,211.49
Sundry bank items 91.43
Bills receivable . . . . . .  $46,442.16
Overdrafts ...................................................... 42.52
Cash on hand . . . . . . .  5,715.22
Taxes . •.................................... 3.83

LIABILITIES
Capital stock . . . .
Savings account
Exchange account
Interest account
Deposits subject to check
Demand certificates

TOTAL $65,066.55

$ 6,100.00
195.00
43.45

1,405.41
12,893 52
1,995.45

TOTAL $65,066.55



46 H ISTORIC  FORT LORAMIE

The latest statement of conditions of the bank showed on Decem-
ber 31, 1962 assets of $4,031,189.56. Total deposits $3,670,729,59,

The Loramie Banking Co. was incorporated as a state hank in
October 1915 and has operated under a state bank charter since that
time. It is a member of the American Bankers Association, Ohio
Bankers Association, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and
Shelby County Bankers Association.

The present officers and directors of the bank are:
P. J. Simon, president and director
Albert Brucken, vice president and director
Paul Ahlers, cashier
John Frantz, director
Herman A. Freytag, director
Howard M. Jelley, director
Frank H. Marshall, director
Zita V. Henke, teller and secretary
Joan E. Barge, teller and bookkeeper
During the Winter of 1962 H. A. Barnhorst who had held the post

of cashier and director for many years died after a short illness. His
post was taken by Mr. Ahlers. Mr. Barnhorst was not only active in
the bank but was closely identified with other civic activities for
Fort Loramie.

HARRY WENDELN H. A BARNHORST

Dur ing  the 1942-1963 winter  Fort  Loramie ,  like other sections of the country ,  suffered from
flu which was fatal to many people. Among those for whom sudden illness was fatal were
two of the town's leading citizens. Har ry  Wende ln ,  owner of th Fort Loramie  Cast s one
Co., died after  a short illness. The next week H. A. Barnhorst ,  of the Fort Loramie  Banking
Co. died Both were active in civic a f fa i rs .  Mr.  Barnhorst  was president of the Business-
mens Association at the time of his death.  Both were off ic ials of the Fort Loramie
Development  Corp.
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MAYOR AND GOVERNMENT

Urban E. Ratermann is Mayor of Fort Loramie and has held the
position since 1952. At that time he was 26 years old and was the
youngest mayor of any incorporated town in Ohio. Several months
later he lost the honor when Mayor Davis of Quincy, Ohio, beat the
record by several months. He has made a memorable record during
his administration and has seen the village grow in population and in-
dustry. Records show the population in 1940 was 506. In 1950 this
had grown to 507, but in the next decade the population grew to 750.

Other members of the city government are Anthony Winner,
Jerome Slonkowsky, James Quinlan, Don Wehrmann, Lester Berlage
and Paul Amann.

URBAN E. RATTERMANN FRANCIS  DE LOY

COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Francis DeLoy, businessman of Fort Loramie has been a member
of the Shelby County Commission for McLean Township since 1957.
He was born in Cynthiana Township at Newport and has been a resi-
dent of Fort Loramie for many years. When he took office in 1957 he
was the youngest county commissioner in the history of the county.
He was 42 years old at that time. Mr. DeLoy has been active in civic
affairs and is an ex-president of the Businessmen’s Association.
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FORT LORAMIE COMMUNITY FIRE CO.

The Fort Loramie Community Fire Co. was organized in 1883. The
Rev, William Bigot of St. Michael’s Church was one of the prime movers
in the organization which came into being at the time of the destruction
of the Rattermann Mill from a fire. The first fire engine was purchased
in 1884 and was one of the main attractions at a fourth of July picnic
held that year. The first officers of the fire company were Henry
Menker, Sr., president; Valentine Gaier, vice president; John H. Will
man, treasurer; Stephen Kerner, chief; Albert Ilasebrook, assistant
chief; Henry J, Rottinghaus, secretary; Christ Kirsch, hose reel captain;
Jacob Ulleriman, assistant to Kirsch; Henry Menker, Jr., Charles Widner,
nozzlemen; Tony Kummell, John Kenke, guides; Henry Borcher and
John Flynn, in charge of hose. The truck was a Hamilton pumper.

In 1910 the fire company acquired a Howe gasoline engine. In
1928 another piece of equipment was added with the purchase of a
Dodge 500-gallon capacity piston type Howe pumper. In 1938 a Ford
V8 300-gallon capacity rotary pumper was acquired.

The fire company as of today has the following equipment: 1950
Ford pumper with a capacity of 500 GPM; a 1954 Ford tanker with a
1200 gallon capacity; 1963 Ford pumper with a capacity of 750 GPM.
The fire company covers three townships, McLean, Cynthiana and
Turtle Creek.

The honorary members of the company are August Gaier, Clem
Bender, Tom Gaier, Elmore Gaier, Mark Goettemoeller, Herb Holvogt,
Henry Hoying, William H. Borchers, Joe Wehrman, Ray DeLeat, Mat
Utz, Joe Zumberger and John Broering.

The firefighters of the company are Ted Barlage, Dick Bensman,
Ott Boeckman, secretary, Francis DeLoy, Jr., Morrie Frey, chief; Leo
Gonbeaux Louis Helgefort, Tom Moeller, vice president; Jim Quinlan,
treasurer; Don Ruhenkamp, assistant chief; Al Schlater, Jerry Slon-
kowsky, Al Wendelyn, Ted Wendelyn, Tony Winner, president; Mat
Zimmerman, Elmer Rethman, Ed Hasselman, Jim Boerger, Harry
Boerger, Jim Mescher, Paul Olberding and Ralph Gaier.
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